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I am thinking of becoming a Stephen Minister…..
first I want to know more.  Hmmm?
        

~~~ * ~~~       QUESTIONS      ~~~ * ~~~
TRAINING

50 hours?  Just 50 hours?  When?  When will I be finished?  Cost?  What if something ‘unexpected’ happens?  Am I alone?  

Will I automatically be a Stephen Minister if I go to training?  Do I have to attend all sessions?
MINISTERING

Who will I minister to?  Will they really want me?  

Will I have to be with the ‘care receiver’ whenever I am asked? 

What if I “get in over my head,” & people need more care than I can give? 
Can I serve more than 2 years?

Will I have to spend money on the person I am caring for?  

Do you have other questions?  I do!!  Let’s ask.
~~~ * ~~~          ANSWERS        ~~~ * ~~~
TRAINING

50 hours?  50 hours of training are divided into 20 sessions.  There will be reading to do before many sessions, but there are no tests or quizzes!  Following commissioning it is required that you attend two meetings per month with fellow ministers for supervision and continuing education.

When?  Training classes are 2 ½ hours long.  They will be part of Cornerstone classes in the fall.  In addition, there will be several Saturday meetings of 2 ½ hours.  Training is scheduled to be finished before Christmas.

During training can I decide Stephen Ministry isn’t where I am chosen to serve?  Yes. A Stephen Leader and the pastors will counsel and pray with you.

Is there a cost?  The training materials you receive will be yours to use later.  The 5 books (two manuals and 3 supplements) will be $50-60.  If this is a hardship, please speak with Pastor Roger or Pastor Mark.
Do I have to attend every session?  Attendance at all sessions is required.  The pastors will discuss your needs ahead of time.  If you miss a session due to illness or family emergency, contact the pastors immediately.
Alone?  No, you will be with others of our congregation in training.
MINISTERING

Who will I minister to?  Members of our congregation.  “A pastor or Stephen Leader will meet first with the ‘care receiver’.  Only after the care receiver understands Stephen Ministry and has agreed to meet with a Stephen Minister will you be connected with them.
Will I have to be with them whenever they ask? No. You will have one care receiver at a time.  The two of you will work out a time convenient for both of you.  It is usually one hour a week.

What if I get in “over my head”?  If you find the receiver needs more care than you can give, your leader will direct the receiver to appropriate resources.

Will I have to spend money on the receiver’s needs or wants?  “No, you are not expected to spend money on the receiver…. You are also not expected to provide other services such as transportation or baby-sitting.  You may at times assist in arranging for such services.”
Can I serve more than two years?  Yes, you & your Stephen Leader will make that decision when the time comes.
                                                                         ~~~ * ~~~

(Adapted from Stephen Series System Management, “Questions and Answers about Serving as a Stephen Minister”) 
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