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Upcoming Events in the Life of Our Church

UMW Annual Salad Supper
May 24, 6 pm
United Methodist Women invites all the women of the church and their friends to join us for the Annual UMW Salad supper.  Please bring a salad to share and enjoy an evening of fellowship. This year's guest speaker is Sue Delucchi, the Co-Director of Safe Harbor Crisis Nursery.  Please RSVP by May 17 to Jill Berg at 627-3288 or jill_larryberg@frontier.com.


Youth Sunday
May 15
On youth Sunday, May 15, the Jr. High will be present at the 9 am service and the Sr High at the 10:30 am service.
 
Several of the 2011 graduates will be giving the morning message.  Come hear both the Jr. & Sr. High praise teams and special music along with our teens stepping up to serve the Lord throughout worship.
 
During both worship services, a campership offering will be taken to help over 50 children, youth and families attend a United Methodist Camp this summer.  The average price of camp is now $325 and we currently give a $100 campership to each camper registering on or before May 1.  Let us continue our “extravagant generosity” by donating to the campership fund!
 
Come celebrate the vibrant and enthusiastic faith of our teens on May 15! 


Senior Potluck
May 16
Christine Lindgren from RESPONDING TO AUTISM CENTER will be our speaker May 16, 2011.  She was to have come in March and was not able to come due to illness.  Christine has a fun, informative power point presentation with audience participation.  Please come for the good food, fellowship and entertainment.  This will be our last luncheon for the season.  We will meet again in Sept.  Enjoy your summer break, stay well and we will see you in the fall.
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Spring is in the Air...Let's Dance!
Spring Fling Dance
May 21st ~ 7:30-10:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
Jr & Sr UMY
Cost is $1.00 and a can of food
Friends are welcome and dress is casual!


Celebration BBQ
We will celebrate the end of our program year with a BBQ!! June 5th will be the last day of Sunday School, so in perfect Methodist tradition we will gather together over food on that day.  The church will provide the hot dogs, hamburgers, and drinks.  We need you to bring a salad and dessert!  The BBQ will begin at approximately 11:30 am, following the second service on June 5th. . .see you there!


Cornerstone Schedule
No Cornerstone Classes on May 3rd due to Rummage sale prep week.
Our last Cornerstone classes for the year are on May 17.


Let’s Go to Camp!
That’s right, summer is just around the corner and that means . . . CAMP!!  The 2011 PNWUMC camping brochure has arrived.  If you didn’t receive one in the mail, you can pick one up from the church office.  Camperships from the church are still available in the amount of $75.  Below is a list of the most popular children and youth Twinlow camps among our church’s young people, but check out the brochure for even more opportunities!

Primary Camp: June 27-30 (Monday-Thursday)
(Entering grades 1-3)
 
Junior Camp: July 4-9 (Monday-Saturday)
(Entering grades 4-6)
 
Junior High Camp: August 7-12 (Sunday-Friday)
(Entering grades 7-9)
 
Senior High Crossfire: July 17-22 (Sunday-Friday)
(Entering grades 10-13)



From the Pastor . . . 

Christ is Risen!  Thanks be to God!
Thank you for so faithfully commenting on our worship services this past month.  We are learning a lot, especially as we reflect in ever deepening ways week by week.

One important thing we are learning is that meeting God in worship is greatly influenced by the attitude we bring to worship. 

In preparation for Sunday’s Easter sermon, I came across this piece in which the author reflects upon Mary actually physically seeing Jesus in the garden and hearing his voice speak her name, the sound waves from his vocal chords reverberating off her eardrum.  I thought it said some pretty profound things about worship and church attendance.

“—Faith at its best requires of us a willingness to have our most confident empirical gestures humbled.  But it does not require that we exist only and exclusively in that humble space.

It means that as people of faith, we are called to attend as much to our material lives as our so-called spiritual and intellectual lives.  If Jesus comes to us through the senses, it is important that we go to church and be in a space where we physically, emotionally, communally, experience Jesus in our midst—in the taste of communion wine, in the residual scent of cleanser on sanctuary pews, in the familiar sound of a favored hymn that stirs us in places too deep to be named, in the feel of the Bible’s soft leather as it sits heavy on our laps.

We do not go to church simply to remind our conscious minds that God lives and we are called follow Christ. We need to show up so that our bodies can be reminded of him too, and so the unconscious recesses of our psyches can be moved anew, our dispositions toward grace rejuvenated, our anxieties quelled as the world shifts once again into place and Easter comes, and comes, and comes again.

In this yearly event we enter into the ripe, cinematic fullness of our embodied, uniquely personal lives—this is the shared space where Jesus meets us, calling our name, receiving our touch, calming our anxious worries, and reminding us again and again that grace is not an object to be known but a gift to be lived.”  - Serene Jones, President, Union Theological Seminary, from Feasting on the Word, Year B, Volume 2.  Bartlett and Taylor, eds.  2008 Westminster John Knox Press, p. 380.

For another month we will continue our worship evaluation.  The evaluation’s findings, along with recommendations, will be presented to the June Administrative Council.   

Please pray that we all will continue this process in ways that are best for the church as a whole and for those whom its ministry might reach.

He is risen!  He is risen indeed!

See you in church,
Roger

Our Church in Mission

White Swan News
There is a very informative article regarding White Swan volunteer opportunities in the April 2011 Channels magazine.  Go to www.pnwumc.org/channels to access this article.


“Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.”
Psalm 127:1 NRSV
Stephen Ministry -- We are on the path!  Pastors Roger and Mark along with Sarah Longan are building the foundation.   

[image: ]Consider building a house.  It will have a basement with two stories above.  In our minds we see a beautiful home.  First a bulldozer prepares the ground.  Next comes the underground foundation.  Load-bearing walls of carefully mortared cinder blocks which will support the floors above follow.

Stephen Ministry is at the point where we begin building.  Yes, this is the time to start the foundation of our Stephen Ministry at Kennewick First United Methodist Church!

Our foundation includes developing our leadership team, helping the congregation learn about Stephen Ministry, assessing the spiritual gifts of some possible Stephen Ministers, and preparing to recruit the first training series scheduled to begin the fall.

Please continue to pray for its construction.  Instead of a house, the goal of Stephen Ministry is
“Christ caring for people through people.”
It is God who gives Stephen Ministry its power.


A New Perspective on Mission Work 
With a 100-year history of mission work, United Methodists have the foundation of experience and compassion to reach out to those who have not yet heard about Christ.  Some of these places in the mission field are risky even today.   For example, only the first initials are used by missionary authors from Laos, in an effort to keep them safe.  

The US perception of how the gospel is spread has changed quite a bit.  Even though the person-to-person message of the love and life of Christ is essentially the same, in the early days of mission reporting the stories were primarily about US missionaries from a US point of view. Today, the fastest growing churches are growing under the leadership of lay leaders among their own communities.   

You can read about “Taking Mission Initiative Partnerships to the Next Level,” as well as mission work in 11 different countries, in the March/April 2011 New World Outlook, the mission magazine of The United Methodist Church.   


Njukinjiru News
Contributions for which our sister church and community in Njukinjiru, Kenya, are extremely grateful, have recently been sent.  One donor designated $750 for construction of the new church fellowship/community hall.  The church was able to acquire building materials of sand, ballast, and cement, along with labor.  Koins for Kenya funds totaling $83 went to the primary school with a suggestion that soccer balls be purchased, as they had none. Finally, one donor completed sending school fees of $250 for a remarkable yet needy student.  We have received a wonderful letter of appreciation from their Lay Leader, Nelson Kamakia.  We keep the ministry of Njukinjiru Methodist Church in our prayers.


Camp Mekokiko Calls
There is still time to join our mission trip to continue work on Camp Mekokiko, Big Island, Hawaii, July 2—9, 2011.  Camp Mekokiko is the only United Methodist Church Camp in the entire South Pacific, and will allow island children and their families to have the same wonderful camp experiences as our own families have here in the Northwest.  This dream can't be realized without helping hands, so consider joining this island adventure.  Contact Linda Bauer if you are interested at golfnbauers@aol.com.  


Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our ministry of providing prayer shawls for members and friends of our church congregation has become an important part of the ministry of our church.  In this way, our congregation has reached many who are hurting and in need of comfort, wrapping them in the love of Christ.

If you would like to donate yarn to this ministry, Pat Walker notes that it takes 3 skeins of one color of yarn to create one shawl.  Our knitters prefer Lion’s Brand “Homespun,” but Bernat’s Harmony works well, also.  Thank you for your support of this ministry of our church.



Our Church Family

News from our Church Family
We remember in prayer the family and friends of Bernice Denny, who died April 7.  

We also remember Eleanor Swoboda, who passed away April 25.   Please keep Art and the rest of her family and friends in prayer.  

Retired Lieutenant Bob Rupp was recently featured on the cover of the Washington State Department of Retirement Systems publication, Retirement Outlook.  Bob is our state’s oldest living state trooper.  His career with the Washington State Patrol spanned 35 years, after which he served for 6 years as sheriff of Benton County.  In the article, Bob remembers a chat he had with President Dwight Eisenhower, after he had transported Secret Service agents to Ike’s brother’s home in Lakewood, where the President was visiting.  According to Bob, they talked fishing!  Congratulations, Bob, and thank you for your many years of service to our state.

Goodbye from Bill and Glenda—
We are now in our new home in Lake Stevens.  It was a difficult decision for us to make to leave Kennewick after 37 years, but it feels right and how nice it is to see our four grandkids more than once every other month!

Bill and I will miss all of you.  We will miss our activities with Seniors and the trips.  Kennewick First will always have a special place in our hearts.

We are keeping our cell phone number (509-430-0641) so if you are in our area, please give us a call and come see us.  Our new address is 6710 151st Ave. NE, Lake Stevens, WA  98258.  We don’t have a house phone yet and may be without internet service for a couple of weeks.  Oh, if you try to use a GPS to find us, the area is so new it is not on the maps yet.  Call and we’ll give you directions.  Glenda and Bill Clemans


A Cornerstone “Thank You”
A special thank you to all who taught a class this program year, led the children, provided childcare, or cooked a meal!!! We have really been practicing "Intentional" faith development with our Cornerstone evenings. It has been wonderful to see so many blessings come from a night of food, fellowship, and faith!  Please let Cynthia or Brittany know of any class ideas you have or would like to teach next fall.  We give thanks to the Lord for opportunities to learn and grow...thanks be to God!

Thank you to our Teachers this Spring:
Pastor Roger Barr - Emerging Vision for our Church
Pastor Mark Williams- Spiritual Gifts Course
Barb Helton, Lana Smith, and Brenda Gregory for the Children's area
Sheryl Dyer - Spanish to English
Peggy Puryear - "I second that Emotion" book study by Patsy Clairmont
Nancy Barr - Sing and Ring Choir
Kris Kieffer - The Armor.net - Men's Study
Brittany Williamson & Cynthia Bement - Youth Cornerstone Study


[bookmark: _GoBack]An Auction Thank You from the Sr. UMY
We would like to thank each one of you who in any way supported our "Wok the Walk" fundraiser auction.  Through ticket sales, monetary donations, and the silent and live auction, $22,000 was raised to support a variety of ministries.  A donation of $2,000 was sent to UMCOR for the Japanese Tsunami victims and together with the Jr UMY $5,000.00 was given to our Transportation committee for the UMY usage and for upkeep on the buses.  Throughout the year the Sr UMY does small mission projects; however a bulk of the auction funds will be to pay for supplies used on the summer mission trip and during the program year.  Again, thanks for helping us to continue our "walk" with the Lord!!



News from Our Church Office

All Church E-mail List - We have an all church e-mail list that provides you with periodic notices, announcements, or other interesting material from the church office.  If you would like to be included on this list, you must provide us with your e-mail address and request to be added.  Those who have been receiving information about all the worship changes we are going through . . . you are on the list!  Others need apply :).

Church Phone System - 
Our church phone system has been repaired and updated.  Restoring the system, rather than the purchase of a new system, saved our church a great deal of money, and will allow for greater efficiency than we’ve experienced in the past several years.  All of the staff voicemails are now working!  You will be able to connect with the person you really want to talk to and be able to leave a private message for them.  In addition, you will be able to ring phones directly in the church building by keying in that extension when prompted.  You may also leave messages for our volunteers, such as prayers for Gayle, Stephen Ministry requests for Sarah Longan and reach Dorothy Block when she is volunteering in the office.  The automated system will allow Debra more time to do her work while staying within her allotted weekly hours. 

As you begin to use the new system, keep in mind that you always have the option to talk to a ‘live person’ by pressing zero, unless the office personnel are in a meeting, etc.  Try calling the office and choosing the different options to hear worship schedules or address information, also. We will update these messages throughout the church year.



Community Events of Note

Columbia Chorale Spring Concert 
The Columbia Chorale’s Spring Concert, "The Roads We've Traveled," will be at 3 pm on Sunday, May 15, at Kennewick Presbyterian Church, 2001 Kennewick Ave.  There is no admission charge, but donations will gladly be accepted.  Their concerts are always a delight; please make plans to attend!


Golf with “Grace” Tournament
The annual Golf with “Grace” Tournament will be held on Friday, May 20, at Columbia Point Golf Course.  The tournament will begin at 1 PM.  Your partnership by way of a cash or team sponsorship will increase the ability of the clinic to meet the medical needs of the uninsured population of this community.  To reserve your sponsorship, or for more information, call Debbie Toner at (509) 947-131.  For questions about teams, call Cathleen Williams at (509) 948-0705.


Of note . . . 

Facts About Recycling
· Recycling a four-foot stack of newspapers saves the equivalent of one 40-foot fir tree.
· If all morning newspapers read in this country were recycled, 41,000 trees would be saved daily.
· One ton of recycled paper saves 3.700 pounds of lumber and 24,000 gallons of water.
· Making paper from recycled material uses 60% less energy than making virgin paper.
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